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Why are we here?

Media influences every aspect of our
lives — values, ethics, personal
interactions, public policy.

Media reform is about creating the
infrastructure for social justice.



Emerging technologies

are shaping our communication and
information systems.

Our goal: Use the media you have, but
create the media you want.




£

Tell us - Why are you here?

Worried that journalism 1s disappearing.

Already active in media reform advocacy, want
to do more.

Haven’t been active but want to understand
what is influencing our media and how we can
change it?

I want my church or house of worship to get
better media coverage.

What elser?



What’s wrong with the media?

m Not representative of our society.
m Reinforces power disparities.

m Centralized and highly concentrated decision-
making for mass dissemination of content.

m Opportunities to create are expanding, but some
content 1s still clearly more equal than others,
and threats might erode the freedom to create
on the Internet.



Through media justice, we assure a more
democratic soclety and social, political,
and economic equity.

As people ot faith we have been on this
journey for some time.



Highlights of Church & Media History

m World Association for Christian Communication
formed in 1968.

B Media Action Research Center with the United
Methodist and Church of the Brethren creates
Television Awareness Training in 1977.

m U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops creates the
Catholic Communication Campaign in 1979.

m ECUFILM’s 1ssues The Power of Image, impact of
television 1990.



Highlights of Church & Media History

NCCC Policy Statement on Violence in Electronic
Media and Films 1993.

NCCC Policy Statement on Global Communications
for Justice 1993.

NCCC Policy Statement on the Churches Role in
Media Education and Communications Advocacy 1996.

Center for Media, Religion, and Culture founded in
20006 1n the School of Journalism and Communications,
University of Colorado, Boulder, CO.



Impact of Faith Community:
One Example

m Starting in 1959, UCC communications director Everett
C. Parker talks with Martin Luther King.

B Begins campaign to improve TV stations in the south
to end blackout of civil rights news.

®m Monitors TV stations in dangerous times.

m Pursues extensive legal proceedings at the FCC and
court to establish the public’s right to hold broadcasters
accountable.

m FCC required to take away license of WLBT-TV in
Jackson Mississippl because of racist actions.



So what can we do?

m Fducate ourselves and our congregations. The
impact of media is as invisible as the air we
breathe unless we take time to notice.

m Changing public policy at the Federal
Communications Commission and Congress can
put media in the hands of social justice
advocates and can help regular people hold
corporate media accountable.

m Speak out as moral voices when we see
unacceptable behavior. "



So e Inight See

m New interfaith media justice coalition.

m Our campaigns include:
® Spare Kids the Ads.

® Violent media fast.
® Bring Betty Broadband.

B Members include:

m Catholics, Muslims, Presbyterians, [L.utherans,
National Council of Churches, Disciples.

B www.sowemightsee.org

11


http://www.sowemightsee.org/

Junk Food Marketing to Kids

B In ten hours of television
programming, a child will see
55 commercials for the least
nutritious food, compared
with only one highly
nutritious food
advertisement.

GO-NUTS!

m 25% of all food marketed to e Cereal That's Donuts!
children contained more
sugar than their nutritional
guidelines recommend, and
that only 6% of foods N
contained the appropriate
amount of whole grains.

m Asked food and media m www.sparekidstheads.org
companies to be part of

solution, not part of the
problem. 12

. ™



http://www.sparekidstheads.org/

Violent Media Fast

m [nvite families and individuals to refrain from
consuming violent media-television and video
games.

m Daily devotions and discussion topics online.

m Ask policy-makers to make it easter for families
to control the media they see.

m [ ast year focus on raising our moral voice

against hate speech directed toward immigrants.
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Bring Betty Broadband

m The Internet is a new opportunity to build the
media we want without the problems of the
current system.

m Without high speed Internet access today,
participation in civic life from getting a job to an
education 1s more and more difficult.

m We can become media creators, not just
consumers.
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Internet is a necessity??

Five states limit unemployment insurance applications
to online.

Most visited web site in suburban Washington DC is
the local public school web site. Grades, assignments,
teacher communications are all on line.

Large employers like Wal-Mart, Target and Family
Dollar take applications online. But application takes
40-50 minutes to complete, and many libraries impose a
30-minute limit on use and are often closed in the
evening.

Libraries and community centers offering access are
suffering budget cutbacks in tough economic times.
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Socio-economic factors and
digital exclusion

Mote than two-thirds of whites have access, but less
than half or Blacks and only 40 percent of Hispanics
have broadband access at home.

Eighty-four percent of those with college degrees had
broadband access at home, but only 28 percent of
people with less than a high school diploma do.

Recent study of lower income people of color
commissioned by the F.C.C. revealed that most people
valued high speed Internet at home more than cable
television.

Lack of access limits people’s ability to overcome other

challenges.



Freedom to Create

m The process leading up to this 1s complex, but
since 2005 there 1s no legal protection to create
whatever you want and to communicate with
whoever you want.

m As Internet companies get bolder, they will
begin to charge us to reach listeners and viewers,
just like in the old media. Some media will be
more equal than others.

m “Net neutrality” policies are essential for the
new future.
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Media Justice—
How Can You Help??

0 Participate individually on-line.
0 Write letters, call legislators.
0 Leadership roles:

O Include these issues in your communications.
0 Education and outreach in congregations.
0 Create materials—sermons, prayets.

0 Volunteer to organize others.

1 Meetings or wotrkshops in your home community.
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What do you think?
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Thanks!

B Find out more:

B www.uccmediajustice.org

B www.sowemightsee.org

m Sign up for our electronic updates.

m Cheryl LLeanza, cleanza@alhmail.com ot

202-904-2168.
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http://www.sowemightsee.org/
mailto:cleanza@alhmail.com

	RCCongress 2010 Workshop:�Join the Coalition! ��Social Justice �Needs Media Justice
	Why are we here?�� Media influences every aspect of our lives – values, ethics, personal interactions, public policy.
	
	Tell us - Why are you here?
	What’s wrong with the media?
	
	Highlights of Church & Media History
	Highlights of Church & Media History
	Impact of Faith Community: �One Example
	So what can we do?
	So We Might See
	Junk Food Marketing to Kids
	Violent Media Fast
	Bring Betty Broadband
	Internet is a necessity?? 
	Socio-economic factors and �digital exclusion
	Freedom to Create
	Media Justice—�How Can You Help??
	Thanks!


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


